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Proposal
for a

Bicycle Pump Track
in Reno

Prepared by Tahoe Area Mountain Biking Association and the Poedunks, Inc.
www.mountainbiketahoe.org           www.poedunk.org

Bicycle Skills Parks and Pump Tracks are being lobbied for and built in communities around the nation as a low
impact human powered recreation facility for bicyclists of all ages and abilities to enjoy.   The community bene-
fits of a bicycle facility such as a pump track are significant and the efforts to install and maintain is often han-
dled by organized volunteers.  Due to it’s low cost and multiple benefits, it is a desirable addition to the
recreation options in any community.

This proposal addresses the interest and benefits of converting the underutilized BMX track at Panther Valley
Park in the City of Reno into a pump track.  The local bicycle community would benefit from this conversion
and hopefully by introducing this facility to more people, it will help with long term goals to construct a regional
bike park in Reno with multiple skill development options such as progressive trails, jump lines, skill features
and flow trails that would be a benefit to local riders and a ‘must-visit’ destination for tourists.

MIN IN G PE AV IN E ’S SIN GL ET R ACK

POEDUNKS
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What is a Pump Track?
A pump track is an endless loop of rollers and berms
where the riders propel themselves through the track
by shifting their body weight, or “pumping”, in con-
junction with the track contours, rather than having to
pedal.  It creates a fun experience where a rider can
work on their bike handling skills while also having an
excellent workout.   Pump tracks can be designed for
different sizes and rider abilities or as a generic layout
that is still usable and fun by riders from little tykes to
expert mountain bike racers.  Although races can be
held on a pump track to see who can do a few laps the
fastest or how long they can circle the track without
pedaling, the main purpose of a track is to provide a
community gathering place where those that enjoy off-
road bicycles can “play”.

Who would use a pump track?
The short answer is anyone
with a bicycle.  It doesn’t
matter how young or how
old, users can be 3 year
olds on strider bikes or rid-
ers into their 60’s or 70’s
that already enjoy riding on
trails.  A pump track pro-
vides a safe environment to
experience riding a bicycle,
having fun, and getting ex-
ercise.  Most installations
are free and open to the
public at all times (or nor-
mal park hours).  This often
creates a community gathering spot where people will
congregate to both ride and watch others ride the track.
According to a 2009 Outdoor Recreation Participation
Report, 3.4% of the population participates in Moun-
tain Biking or BMX.  That same report lists skate-
boarding at 2.8%.  There are at least three skate parks
in Reno.

Benefits of a Pump Track
Promotes healthy, physical outdoor activity
Great, low risk environment for cyclists of all
ages and skill levels
Creates gathering area for the community
Affordable and accessible for families
A community effort supported by donors and
volunteers
Sustainable recreation with minimal environ-
mental impact
Great family fun
Low initial costs and low maintenance costs
Minimal risk/liability
Simple & Fun

What about risk and liability?
The city would assume the risk with a pump track as
they would any other recreation facility such as a skate
park or ball field.  Risk is low due to the way that a
pump track is used.  Signs would be installed at en-
trances to the pump track area outlining the rules and
etiquette for users.  Helmets would be required and
compliance with riders is usually very good.

Where are they being built?
In our area, pump tracks are currently being planned in
Truckee, South Lake Tahoe, and Fernley and a small
one was built in Graeagle.  The locations where pump
tracks or bike parks are being built is growing expo-
nentially nationwide.  Currently, examples can be
found in Elk Grove, CA; Fresno, CA; Boulder, CO;
Hailey, ID; Green River, WY,  Portland, OR, Seattle,
WA, and Maricopa County, AZ (pictured below).

This is a very small slice of the communities that have
done public pump tracks as part of their recreation fa-
cilities.   Although there are a few “backyard” pump
tracks throughout the area, this would likely be the first
public pump track to open in Nevada.
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The Proposal

The Panther Valley Park was built with what was intended as a BMX track.  It was not used for BMX due to it’s
size and limitations in racing on that track.  In it’s current state, it is not even usable as a BMX track due to the
loose dirt conditions and weed growth.  Although this location is not near a mountain bike trail head which is
usually considered the most ideal, the facility itself would make a very easy conversion into a pump track for
everyone to use.

TAMBA and the Poedunks are seeking permission to adopt the fenced in area of the BMX track and move the
existing dirt into berms and rollers of a pump track.  Additionally, we would like to install some skill features
within  the current fenced area.  These would be things like railroad ties and ramps to challenge and build rider’s
skills and balance in a controlled environment.

We are proposing to do this at no cost to the city with the exception of providing water and the removable yard
valves to get water from the underground lines that were installed for the BMX track.  The water needed to build
and maintain the pump track would likely be less than $20 a year.  By comparison, it costs approximately $540
a year to irrigate a soccer field.

We currently have commitments for donations of equipment and tools needed to make this happen.   The largest
expense would likely be the signs for the entry gates.  If it’s possible for the city sign shop to produce those, it
would be helpful. If there are not funds available for signs, we have enough donors committed to accomplish
this.  Total work would take about a week and would be completed by volunteers under the direction of experi-
enced and certified Crew Leaders.

Reno resident Jim Severt has offered to assist
with the design and construction of the pump
track.  Jim is very well known in the bike com-
munity having built bike trails at Northstar,
Squaw Valley and other well known locations.
He formally worked for a company that con-
tracts to build pump tracks and bike parks na-
tionwide and was instrumental in the rebuild of
the Bighorn BMX track in Sun Valley.  His
experience will ensure that we create a top qual-
ity facility.

Ongoing maintenance would be handled
through an agreement with the local mountain
bike group, the Poedunks.  They are a non-profit
organization that currently handles trail building
and maintenance on Peavine Mountain through
agreements with the US Forest Service and
Washoe County Parks.  Maintenance needs on a
pump track are low and usually require only
water and hand tools such as shovels and tam-
pers.

Advanced
Pump
Track

                  Conceptual Site Plan
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Site Map
Panther Valley Park - Intersection of Link Lane and Western Road, Reno

Detailed view
Current BMX track can be seen in this June 2011 photo

The BMX track is in a fenced in area of approximately 200’ x 160’.  The fence is of low height (42”) with two access
openings, one on the North end, and one on the West side.   There is a locked vehicle gate on the Southwest Corner.


